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TEXT:  2 Timothy 1:3,5-7 
THEME:  TIME TO SAY THANK YOU 
 1.  For Faithful Parents 
 2.  For Faithful Pastors and Teachers 
 
I thank God…as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.  I have been 
reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in 
your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.  For this reason I 
remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of 
my hands.  For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love 
and of self-discipline.  NIV84 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 

Often forgotten, seldom spoken are those two little words, Thank you.  In special 
needs and on special occasions we remember.  Otherwise, we go whistling on our 
way. 
 
In his last letter from that prison cell in Rome, Paul takes time to say thank you to a 
gracious God.  May Paul’s inspired words remind us to do the same and for some of 
the same reasons. 
 
TIME TO SAY THANK YOU FOR FAITHFUL PARENTS 
What kinds of parents did or do you have?  A father who balanced you wobbling on 
a bicycle seat or trained you in dribbling on a basketball court?  A mother who laid 
her work aside and always had time to listen to your heart?  Parents whose loving 
care and concern, ongoing perspiration, and personal sacrifices provided what you 
needed and more?  If so, then it’s time to say thank you to them.  And even more so 
to say thank you to God for them. 
 
Thank God, many of us have more reason to say thank you for faithful parents.  If 
we had a mother and grandmother such as Timothy had in Eunice and Lois, if we 
had a father such as Timothy had in his “foster father” Paul, then there’s special 
reason for us to voice our thank you to God. 
 
What greater gift can our heavenly Father send our way than parents who held us in 
their arms at the baptismal font and on their laps in the church pews?  Parents who 
taught our childish hearts simple passages and who folded our pudgy fingers in 
simple prayers?  Parents who reviewed and reinforced for our growing hearts the 
truths taught us in those confirmation classes and whom we could ask those 
perplexing teenage questions?  Parents who modeled their faith, matching their 
words with their actions in daily conversation and conduct?  If those are the kinds of 
parents God gave us, then the annual Mother’s Day and Father’s Day are far too 
infrequent occasions for saying thank you.  Daily let’s thank a gracious God for such 
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faith-filled and faithful parents.  And if now we are parents ourselves, let’s ask God 
to make us more like them. 
 
TIME TO SAY THANK YOU FOR FAITHFUL PASTORS AND TEACHERS  In a 
special way, Paul was a “foster father” to Timothy.  He took the young believer 
under his tutelage in a traveling seminary, training him in the truths of God’s Word.  
Even now from that prison cell in Rome, Paul “pastors” Timothy, urging this young 
coworker “to fan into flame the gift of God.”  Timothy had received a gift from 
God that is not given to every believer.  From a gracious God had come the ability 
and the call to serve as a spiritual shepherd of others.  Paul urges Timothy to 
appreciate this gift and put it fully to use.  Like blowing on the tiny flame heads in a 
fledgling campfire, Timothy was to fan God’s gift to him, growing in his ministry by 
immersing himself in God’s Word.  Through the Word, the Spirit would give Timothy 
the power to speak boldly, love sacrificially, and labor wisely in his special work of 
shepherding souls. 
 
What kind of pastors have we had?  Or, if we were so fortunate, what kinds of 
Lutheran school teachers have we had?  My high school and college coach kept me 
in track for becoming a pastor, especially at a time when I was considering being an 
athletic trainer.  Years later he was suffering from Parkinson’s disease, but he made 
the trip from Wisconsin to Michigan and stopped in to see me.  He told me he 
thanked God for me becoming a pastor, and he thanked God for giving him the right 
words to say the night he talked me out of becoming an athletic trainer and to 
continue studying to be a pastor.   
 

That got me thinking.  When had I thanked Coach for what he had done for me?  
More importantly, when had I thanked God for my coach?  How about you, dear 
listener?  Those who preach and teach today have no easy task.  Not only does the 
unbelieving world send missiles streaking after them, but at times some of their own 
church members drop bombs on them.  Lack of interest in the Word, increased 
criticism of their actions, resistance to their preaching of the law and the call to true 
repentance, and unreasonable demands on their time and ministry can tempt God’s 
workers into timidity.  The result can be diminished boldness, decreased love, and 
deteriorated self-discipline for the shepherd and equally serious damage for the 
sheep. 
 

It is far better to remember God’s servants in your prayers, asking that he help them 
“fan the flame” as Paul did for Pastor Timothy.  It is far better to say thank you to 
them and even more so to a gracious God who has sent them.  Nor let us forget our 
fervent petitions asking God to give us more workers like them and then rolling up 
our sleeves for the work of recruiting their future replacements from among our own 
families and our wider church families. 
 

Thank you—two words that are easy to say, but hard to remember.  God help us 
take time to say them.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Gracious Lord, thank you for the faith-filled and faithful leaders you have given 
us in our earthly families and our church family.  Open our hearts to treasure 
the gifts you offer us through them and open our lips to speak our thanks to 
you for them. 
 
Lord, we also thank you for the generous financial gifts you moved us to give 
to support you ministry here at Trinity last year.  Keep our hearts and wallets 
open this new year as you place even more opportunities before us to share 
the Good News of salvation with our church family, our church body, and 
others. 
 
Heal the sick among us.  We pray especially today for Ron Fritz, Joyce 
Hausmann, and Leona Witkopp.  Be with those who are sad, lonely, or 
depressed and cheer them with your presence.  If it is your will, Lord, let us be 
your answer to someone else’s prayer.  We boldly and confidently ask this in 
the name of our precious Savior, Jesus, who taught us to pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (modern) 
 


